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Cinnamon Teal 
Lancaster County 

Nick Pulcinella 

... 

On 26 November 1994 I observed the male Cinnamon Teal (Anas cyanoptera) that had been present at 
Octoraro Reservoir since 25 November. I watched the bird for approximately one hour at distances of 100-500 
yards under a bright and cloudless afternoon sky. The sun was shining over my right side onto the reservoir. I 
was using Leitz 10X40 field glasses and a Kowa 20-60X scope. I was able to study the bird at rest and in 
flight. The bird was both wary and restless and frequently engaged in periodic flights around the lake together 
with Green-winged Teals (Anas crecca) in which they would fly in wide circles for a short time, land, and then 
take flight again in a few seconds. The bird's flight was strong and it appeared to be healthy. 

General description. A duck smaller than a Mallard (Anas platyrhynchos), but slightly larger than a 
Green-winged Teal. Overall color of head, back, and sides was dark cinnamon. 

Underparts. When flying, the lower breast and belly appeared to be a light huffy-brown. 

Upperwing. The upperwing was dark cinnamon with large pale blue patches in the mid-forewing. It 
was never close enough to me while flying to notice the smaller dark green patches on the wing. 

Bill. Dark, longer and broader than a Green-winged Teal. This feature was very noticeable when the 
two species were together. 

Other observers. Jim and Linda Waldie. 

201 Elm Ave. 
Swarthmore, PA 19081 
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I Record No.:132-01-1994 

Pennsylvania Ornithological Records Committee 

Voting Tabulation - Round # 1 of 

Species: Cinnamon Teal (Anas cyanoptera) 

Date of Sighting: 25 November 1994 to 27 November 1994 
Location: OCTORARO LAKE 
County: CHESTER 
Observer(s): Nick Pulcinella (W) 

Frank Haas (Photo) 
Date of Submission: 1994 
Submitted by: Nick Pulcinella 
Written Description: YES Photo: YES Specimen: HO 
Recording: HONE 

Class I Class n Class ill Class IV Class V 

Member 
A B C Abstain 

F. Haas x 
N. Pulcinella X 
E. Kwater X 

R. Ickes X 

G. McWilliams X 

P. Schwalbe X 

S. Feldstein 
)< 

TOTALS / 
DECISION X 
Comments: 

Signature (Secretary): zt:' C/cu/7 Date: r---11-rs-




